This paper aims to describe the syntax of the constructions that present the verbal extensions {-ik-} and {-uk-} and their allomorphs in Shimakonde, a Bantu language classified as P23 in the Guthrie classification (GUTHRIE 1967-71). This language is spoken in the northern regions of Mozambique and Tanzania.
Introduction
This paper aims to describe the syntactic behavior of constructions that present the verbal extension known as stative {-ik-} and stative-separative {-uk-} (LIPHOLA, 2001; LEACH, 2010) in Shimakonde, a Bantu language spoken in the northern region of Mozambique and Tanzania, and labeled as P23 according to the Guthrie classification (GUTHRIE, 1967:71) . These verbal extensions are also reported in literature under many labels, such as impositive, pseudo-passive, neuter-passive, quasipassive, non-agentive-passive, impositive, and neuter (DOKE, 1947; SATYO, 1985; MCHOMBO, 1993; DUBINSKY & SIMANGO, 1996 ; BENTLEY & KULEMEKA,
1.
Causative/Anticausative alternation
The inherent ability of some verbs to switch their valence from transitive to intransitive is known in literature as Causative/Anticausative alternation. A prototypical example of this kind of valence alternation can be illustrated by the verb 'to break', as in the following examples:
(3) a.
The boy broke the window b.
The window broke Studies in many languages (HASPELMATH, 1987 (HASPELMATH, , 1993 CROFT, 1990) indicate that there is a basic form and a derived one, which is marked in a more morphological manner, i.e. if the basic form is causative, the anticausative form will be marked, and viceversa, as exemplified by the following data taken from Haspelmath (1993, p.89) .
(4) a.
Russian: anticausative derived from causative
Causative: rasplavit´ "melt"
Anticausative: rasplavit´-sja "melt"
theta role (in English introduced by the preposition by), whereas the anticausatives select an external argument with a causal theta role (in English preceded by the preposition from). This distinction is reinforced by adverbials and complementary clauses where passives and anticausatives can be associated. Passive clauses can cooccur with adverbials that denote agentivity or clauses that denote an idea of purpose, as
shown by the following data:
(6) a.
The boat was sunk deliberately b.
The boat was sunk to collect the insurance Nevertheless, anticausatives become ungrammatical if adverbs or clauses that imply agentivity are adjoined to the predicate:
a. *The boat sunk deliberately b. *The boat sunk to collect the insurance Several studies suggest that there is a correlation between anticausatives mapped as unaccusatives (PERLMUTTER, 1978) in syntax with the telic aspect. The telic aspect presents a punctual reading of a finite particular event, that is, a specific culmination point. The atelic aspect, however, does not have a defined point of culmination of the event.
The telicity or atelicity features are determined in a compositional manner, according to VP-specific settings. Consider the examples in (8). Verbs of internally caused eventuality are predicates where some property inherent to the argument of the verb is 'responsible' for bringing about the eventuality.
This class of verbs is not necessarily agentive, that is, they do not necessarily select an agent DP. As well as verbs that imply volition (e.g. play, smile), verbs that express inherent qualities of objects (e.g. shine, glitter) also occur in this class.
On the other hand, according to Levin & Rappaport Hovav, the externally caused eventuality verbs "inherently imply the existence of an external cause with immediate control over bringing about the eventuality denoted by the verb: an agent, an instrument, a natural force, or a circumstance." (LEVIN & RAPPAPORT HOVAV, 1992, p.50) . That is, the presence of an agent, an instrument, a natural force, or a condition is necessary with these verbs, as is illustrated in the examples below:
(13) The wind opened the door will focus on these two types of roots in Shimakonde.
The {-ik-} and {-uk-} morphemes in Shimakonde
Leach (2010) In order to understand the phenomenon, it is necessary to define the contexts in which a dynamic reading is possible, at the expense of the stative reading.
In Shimakonde, the {-ndi-} morpheme, which encodes the perfective past, can refer to two different past events: the recent past and the remote past. A native speaker can tell the difference between them by tone assignment. In the recent past, the high vowel is assigned with a low tone. In turn, in the remote past, the high vowel is assigned with a high tone. One of the issues with Shimakonde orthography is that the tone assignment is not marked. Thus, in written texts, it is not easy to distinguish situations in which the perfective morpheme {-ndi-} refers to the remote past or to the recent past.
5 Regarding the examples in (37), the consultant was asked what he understood about the presented information' i.e. if the sentences indicate that the speaker testified to the writing of the letter, (which would lead to a telic interpretation of the sentence) or if the speaker did not testify to the writing of the letter, just finding it done (which would lead to an atelic interpretation of the sentence). In these examples, the speaker testifies that the event is happening. These examples are from the Mocimboa da Praia consultant.
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tense, the reading will be stative and therefore atelic. However, if it refers to recent past, the predicate will present a telic reading, thus having a passive interpretation (probably due to the fact that this kind of verb root implies an implicit external agentive argument). In (42) there is an example of the syntactic structure, when a stative morpheme is inserted and the tense is in the remote past. In these cases, the structure shows an atelic interpretation:
(42) Shìlóngò shìndítùmbúkà.
"the bowl was broken" (in a broken state) (Remote past)
The structure in (42) interpretation in recent present clauses, forming structures that I refer to as pseudo passives. My proposal is that this variation is related to the location of AspP projection in the functional spine of the clause.
In the Montepuez variant, AspP head is projected below VoiceP and is conditioned by specific characteristics of this head. Conversely, in the Mocimboa da Praia variant, AspP is projected above VoiceP, at a later stage of derivation, so it is not conditioned by specificities in Voice, causing a passive reading for verbs that imply an implicit agent, such as bite, write, build, etc. This is represented in the structure below:
(44) Shépò shíndìlùmíkà "The fruit was bitten" (Recent past)
Final Remarks
In summary, this paper shows that the stative morpheme expresses an idea of stativity of the verb in the remote past tense. In Shimakonde, another feature of the stative morpheme is that it eliminates the agentive external argument. However, for verbs in the recent past tense, such constructions with the {-ik-} and {-uk-} morphemes can still present a telic aspectual head and a causal adjoined argument PP. bite or build), despite the impossibility of agentive PPs occuring in the structure, the interpretation will be passive, since these roots denote an implicit agentive argument.
Finally, one may assume that the stative morpheme has many functions in Shimakonde, giving rise to the emergence of the stative, anticausative and passive readings.
